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Frequently Asked Questions
Why do​​ I need Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) approval?
Some may be confused about the difference between requirements under the Western Australian Animal Welfare Act 2002 (AW Act) and authorisations/permits issued under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) administered by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA). Many environmental scientists assume they only need to obtain permits and licences under the BC Act for their activities. However, any person or organisation who uses animals for scientific purposes must also comply with provisions in the AW Act, including Part 2 (Scientific Licensing).
Part 2 of the AW Act requires that any person or organisation that uses animals for scientific purposes must have a scientific use licence and obtain approval for their projects from an animal ethics committee (AEC). 
The primary responsibility of an AEC is to ensure, on behalf of the institution, that all activities relating to the care and use of animals for scientific purposes are conducted in compliance with the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes, 8th edition 2013, (the Code). The main role of an AEC is to ethically review new project applications to determine whether the proposal demonstrates the principles in clause 1.1 of the Code and whether the potential impacts on animal wellbeing are justified by the expected benefits.
It is important to note that the Code is developed by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and establishes the principles, responsibilities and ethical framework that govern the use of animals for scientific purposes in Australia. The Code also establishes the requirements for the operation of AECs and the information that committees must consider when reviewing and approving applications.
What is a licence to use animals for scientific purposes (also known as DPIRD Scientific Use Licence)?
A DPIRD Scientific Use Licence is issued under Part 2 of the AW Act. Part 2 regulates use of animals for scientific purposes in Western Australia and aims to protect the welfare, safety and health of animals by ensuring their proper and humane care and management.
The DPIRD Scientific Use Licence sets out conditions to help licensees:
· maintain compliance with the AW Act and the Code 
· ensure the welfare, safety and health of animals is adequately protected.
A list of the current licence conditions is available online. https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/animalwelfare/using-animals-scientific-purposes


What is a n animal?
The Code defines an animal as any live, non-human vertebrate and cephalopods (squid, octopus etc). The AW Act does not include fish or cephalopods in this definition.
What is use for a scientific purpose?
The Code defines scientific purpose as all activities conducted with the aim of acquiring, developing or demonstrating knowledge or techniques in all areas of science, including teaching, field trials, environmental studies, research, new breeding lines, diagnosis, product testing and production of biological products.
Broadly, any project using animals to obtain new information which may or may not have a monitoring component would require AEC approval. This would include fauna survey and monitoring programs, fauna translocation programs, fauna biological and ecological research programs, trialling novel introduced animal control techniques, and developing new fauna survey techniques.
What is the role of the DPIRD Wildlife Animal Ethics Committee (WAEC)?
The Wildlife Animal Ethics Committee (WAEC) was established by DPIRD in 2022 to provide animal ethics review and regulatory oversight to institutions and environmental scientists who do not otherwise have access to an AEC. This includes the assessment and review of project applications, amendments, and adverse events, and the monitoring of project progress through reporting and onsite inspections.
Who sits on the WAEC?
The AW Act requires AECs to be properly constituted in accordance with the Code. 
The WAEC comprises members with diverse backgrounds and expertise, ranging from veterinarians and wildlife researchers to animal welfare advocates and members of the community.
The WAEC must be comprised of a chairperson and at least 4 persons, including a separate person appointed to each of the following categories:
Category A - a person with qualifications in veterinary science and with experience relevant to the activities of the institution.
Category B - a suitably qualified person with substantial recent experience in the use of animals in scientific or teaching activities.
Category C - a person with demonstrable commitment to and established experience in furthering the welfare of animals, who is not employed by or otherwise associated with the institution.
Category D - a person who is both independent of the institution and who has never been involved in the use of animals in scientific or teaching activities.

The chairperson may or may not also hold one of the categories of membership.
What wildlife activities require WAEC approval?
If your work involves the handling of animals for activities like monitoring studies, surveys, camera traps, drones, animal interventions that require capture and handling such as tagging, banding, marking, tissue sampling, microchipping, blood collection, morphometric measurements, tracing devices, etc., then you do need ethics approval to conduct the project. Without ethics approval, you are likely to be in breach of the AW Act. 
How do I apply for WAEC project approval?
Refer to the New Project Application (NPA) guidance document and complete the NPA form found on the WAEC website. You can also contact the WAEC Executive Officer (EO) at  wildlifeaec@dpird.wa.gov.au
The WAEC requires you to use the official form templates found on the WAEC webpage.  New project applications must clearly state the aims, methodologies and mitigation measures intended to be used during the project. 
The use of animals for scientific purposes must be justified and based on the principles of the ‘3 Rs’:
· Replacement alternatives: methods that permit a given purpose of an activity to be achieved without the use of animals.
· Reduction alternatives: methods for obtaining comparable levels of information from the use of fewer animals in scientific procedures or for obtaining more information from the same number of animals. 
· Refinement alternatives: methods that alleviate or minimise potential pain and distress and enhance animal wellbeing. 
Can I just submit a new project application to the WAEC?  
No, individuals or institutions seeking approval from the WAEC must first complete the following steps prior to submitting a new project application for assessment. 
a) Complete a Formal Agreement (FA), which must be signed by a senior member of the institution and the WAEC chairperson.  Please contact the WAEC EO at wildlifeaec@dpird.wa.gov.au for a copy of this document.  
b) Obtain a Scientific Use Licence (SUL) from the DPIRD Scientific Licensing Unit via email to: Scientific.Licensing@dpird.wa.gov.au
More information can be found on the WAEC webpage.
c) Once the FA has been signed and you have received the SUL, the applicant (Chief Investigator) can submit a new project application (NPA) to the WAEC for assessment. 
The WAEC cannot assess or approve new applications that do not have a signed FA or hold a current SUL for the term of the project. 
How long does the application approval process take?
The WAEC meets regularly to review and assess new project applications, amendment requests, adverse events and project reports. Meeting dates and submission deadlines for applications are on the WAEC webpage. 
The approvals process typically takes approximately 4-6 weeks, depending on requests for additional information from the committee. You cannot commence any fieldwork or handling of animals until you hold a formal, written project approval letter and permit number.
New project applications should be submitted to the WAEC at least 4 to 8 weeks prior to the intended commencement date for the project. Projects can be approved for a maximum term of 4 years with a possible extension, via a major amendment for another 12-month period. If there is a requirement for the project to continue past the 12-month extension expiry date, then a new project application must be submitted. 
What is the role of the project Chief Investigator (CI)?
The Chief Investigator (CI) has ultimate responsibility for the care and use of animals in the project and ensuring that all project personnel understand their responsibilities.  
CIs must:
Have experience and training to be able to accept ultimate responsibility for the project and should have completed the ANZCCART Compass Phase 1 Core training module
Complete the WAEC competency form (see the WAEC webpage). The competency form could also be completed for project personnel.
Ensure they have all necessary approvals before carrying out a project using animals.
Before completing a new project application, CIs should refer to the ‘application guidance document on the WAEC webpage, which provides clear instructions on how to complete the project application form. 
What happe​​ns ​once my application is submitted?  
The new application will be given an NPAXXX number. The application undergoes an administrative pre-review by the WAEC EO and the Animal Welfare Officer. This is to confirm that the application is complete with clear and concise information provided on the aims, methodologies, mitigation measures and references.  
Any requests for additional information will be emailed to the CI by the WAEC EO before the new project application is submitted for assessment by the WAEC, ensuring the application has the best chance of being approved. Once the project is approved by the WAEC, the NPA number is replaced by the project approval number (WAEC XX-XX-XX). 
What are the WAEC project assessment procedures?
Section 2.7.4 of the Code provides guidance on what information is to be provided in an application for an animal ethics committee to approve a project. It must be possible, through reading the application, for the WAEC to fully understand: 
How the principles of replacement, reduction and refinement have been applied.
What will happen to the animals at all stages (sufficient detail is required to ensure an accurate understanding of all actual and potential impacts to the animal).
That the proposed activities and procedures are consistent with current best practice (or justification provided where this is not possible).
Who is responsible for the animal(s) at each stage and is this person(s) competent to carry out these duties.  
What will be done to minimise the impact to animals. All potential and actual impacts must be considered.
How and when will the animals be monitored. What are the criteria to be used for assessing the wellbeing of the animals being handled or observed, and what action will be taken if abnormalities are identified.
What are the timeframes for the methods to be used are, and consideration for provision of rest and recovery. 
What the cumulative impact could be to the animals throughout the project.
What decisions can I expect to receive? 
The WAEC may make one of four decisions based on the new project applications being assessed. 
1. Approved – the WAEC consider that the information provided demonstrates that the benefits outweigh the potential impacts, that the principles of replacement, reduction, and refinement have been adequately considered and will be implemented, and that animal welfare will be a priority for animal handlers at all stages of the project. The CI will be issued with an approval letter containing the permit number, start and end dates for the project term and an indication of the level of impact on the animals handled. The letter may also contain conditions that are directly applicable to that project as well as standard conditions applicable to all projects. 
2. Provisional Approval (PA) – the WAEC may consider that the project can proceed but additional information is required before an approval permit can be issued. The additional information required are listed in the PA Letter and attachment for the CIs responses. Providing these responses are satisfactory the project will be approved, and an approval permit issued.
3. Deferred – the WAEC consider that insufficient and/or inaccurate information has been provided, and a decision cannot be made. The NPA requires significant change and revision before being resubmitted for review and assessment.  A deferral letter will be emailed to the CI clearly clarifying the sections within the application that require additional information. 
4. Not Approved – the WAEC considers that the project cannot be undertaken in a manner that satisfies the Code and will not be approved in its current form. The WAEC may also not approve a project if it is not able to be modified to a satisfactory level within a reasonable time period.
How do I make a change to my project once it has been approved?
Any change to an approved project must be approved by the WAEC. 
Amendment requests, together with the revised application showing tracked changes, should be submitted to wildlifeaec@dpird.wa.gov.au
Written approval must be received before any approved project is changed or the amendment implemented.
There are three amendment categories.

a) Zero amendments can be assessed and approved by the WAEC chairperson out of session and ratified at the next quorate WAEC meeting.  

Zero amendments include:  
where there is no change to methodology/experimental design
where there is no welfare risk indicated
addition of animal handlers undertaking approved project procedures such as trapping, spotlighting, observation and routine animal husbandry tasks with competencies provided
a delay of up to 3 months to the start date with the end date extended by the same amount
change of study sites (not additional) where there is no impact on animal welfare and the project.
b) Minor amendments must be assessed and approved by the WAEC Executive1 out of session and the decision ratified at the next quorate WAEC meeting. 

Minor amendments include:
a minor change to methodology/experimental design/additional procedures
not likely to cause harm to animals, including pain and distress
project extension <3 months
change in number of animals <20% from original approval
increase of 1-5 additional study sites.
1 – the WAEC Executive includes the Chair and Category C and D members of the committee.    
c) Major amendments must be assessed and approved at a quorate WAEC meeting. 

Major amendments include: 
any change/addition to the project's aims/objectives
a significant change to methodology/experimental design/additional invasive procedures
increased risk of harm to animals, including pain and distress
changes of Chief Investigator (unless Deputy CI)
project extension >3 months to 12 months
change in number of animals >20% from original approval
increase of 6 or more additional study sites.
The amendment form template (see the WAEC webpage) must clearly state what the amendment request is and why the changes are required.  Always consider how the proposed changes will impact the number of animals to be used.   
Should I report an adverse event?
An adverse event is any event that has a negative impact on the well-being of an animal. This includes death or any injury incurred as part of the project. Possible expected adverse events need to be identified in the NPA. Adverse events not anticipated in the application are termed unexpected adverse events. All adverse events must be reported via an email or phone call to the WAEC EO within 24 hours of the event occurring. An adverse event report form must be completed and submitted as soon as possible following the initial notification, and within 10 days.
Can my project be suspended following an adverse event?
The WAEC accept that there may be deaths or injuries resulting from fauna projects undertaken in the field, but these need to be minimised as much as possible. 
An adverse event report needs to explain why the event occurred, what was implemented beforehand to reduce the risk and what management action was taken to prevent the same event happening again. Most adverse events are accepted by the WAEC. However, if the CI does not adequately use approved methods to minimise an adverse event occurring and did not change procedures to ensure the event did not reoccur, the WAEC may consider that a breach of the Code has occurred and the project may be suspended until adequate remedial action is taken by the CI.  
Adverse events that involve large numbers of animals may also be suspended if it is shown that project objectives overrode animal welfare objectives, for example if trapping continued despite high death rates to ensure a certain number of trap nights was achieved. Similarly, a project not adequately resourced to allow frequent checking of traps may also be suspended, and a breach of the Code recorded.  
Project breach and suspension decisions are made in accordance with the Code, and only the full WAEC can formally suspend or withdraw approval.
How is animal use monitored for approved projects?
Under the Code, the WAEC is required to monitor the care and use of animals in approved projects. As many of the projects assessed by the WAEC are undertaken in remote areas and in access restricted sites, on site monitoring by WAEC members is difficult. Consequently, the WAEC uses the following to monitor projects:
Examining records maintained by CIs and field staff.
Taking appropriate action in response to adverse events.
Delegating authority to suitably qualified people to monitor animal care and use, particularly in remote sites.
Reviewing the annual progress reports and project completion reports submitted to the WAEC by CIs.
On site monitoring by WAEC members where it is feasible.
[bookmark: Section_6]Reporting requirements and compliance
Do I need to submit an Annual Progress Report for my approved project?
Yes. An annual progress report must be submitted to the WAEC for each consecutive year for the project term, whether any animal work took place during the year or not. This is a requirement of the Code. The annual progress report should be submitted 30 days after the commencement date of the project. For example, if the project was approved on 15 June 2026, an annual progress report must be submitted to the WAEC in July 2027, July 2028, July 2029. Approval of an annual progress report is required before the following years work commences. This report is a different requirement to the Annual Animal Use Report submitted to the DPIRD Scientific Licencing Unit in February/March of each year.
What if no animal work was conducted during the year?
You must still submit an annual progress report to the WAEC indicating that it is a Nil return. This confirms that the project remains approved but inactive during that period. 
What is a Project Completion Report?
A project completion report must be submitted to the WAEC within 42 days of the project finish date and is required once a project has been completed or discontinued. Approval of this report is required before the WAEC will assess and approve an NPA to continue the project.
What if I do not comply with the conditions of my ethics approval?
Non‑compliance with the project approval conditions may result in a breach being recorded and a request to attend a meeting of the WAEC to discuss and review corrective actions, additional conditions being imposed, or suspension and withdrawal of project approval. 
Confidentiality conditions
WAEC members may be asked to assess information that is ‘commercial in confidence'.   Members are required to sign a Deed of Confidentiality on joining the committee.  Information provided to the WAEC is not distributed or divulged to third parties and members must use the information provided only for the purpose of carrying out their responsibilities as WAEC members.


Important Disclaimer 

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 
Copyright © State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development), 2026.
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