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OUR ROLE 
To plan, promote, support and monitor community control of declared pests within our 

Recognised Area.  To work in stable, resilient relationships with all stakeholders. To secure 

ongoing funding to undertake this work. 

While landholders and managers remain responsible for declared pests on their properties, 

costs to control some pests are beyond the biosecurity budget and capacity of some 

landholders. 

Declared Pest control can only be successful in a strategic coordinated approach across the 

whole of the landscape. Everyone needs to be involved and everyone needs to be 

supported. 

Secure, ongoing funding is essential to allow landholders access to best practice 

equipment, expert onsite advice and training, subsidised operational costs including 

chemicals and consumables. 

 

OUR VISION 
Declared pests have little or no economic. environmental or social impact in Blackwood 

Biosecurity Inc’s Operational Area, and all landholders and  managers adopt declared pest 

control as a shared responsibility and integral part of land management.  

 

OUR MISSION 
 

That all landholders and managers across tenure adopt declared pest control as a shared 

responsibility and integral part of land management. 
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Chair Report (in retrospect for July 2019 – June 2020) 
 

Reflecting on the year from the beginning of July 2019 has not been an easy task. A big 

effort was put in by our office staff and on ground field officers to provide information and 

a presentation of the previous 12 months, at the AGM in October 2019. 

In 2019, plans for our operations including fieldwork were somewhat challenged by 

situations that were beyond our control. The major one being the unexpected arrival of the 

Covid-19 virus in late December which has changed all of us. 

In early 2020 our administrative staff were forced to work from home due to distancing 

rules. This   proved to be a challenge for them and for our management committee as we 

were restricted to running meetings using social distancing or making phone calls. This had 

significant influences on our oversight and on the staff and committee morale. 

Our Biosecurity officers continued to work hard in the field, delivering services to rate 

payers in the community for the control of feral animals and monitoring of declared weeds 

within our boundaries. 

Despite some major setbacks our staff and committee worked tirelessly to maintain service 

to our community and rate payers. 

I would like to thank them all for their sincere efforts under challenging circumstances. 

I would also like to thank Sheila Howart, our executive officer, for allowing her home to 

become the office during the early stages of lock down and for her continued passion for 

working within this important area. 

A big thank you must go to Jenny Carly for maintaining constant contact with staff and the 

management committee during the past twelve months whilst maintaining staff wage 

payments and other financials, as well as exploring some policies and procedures that the 

staff and management could make use of. 

We have exciting times ahead and I look forward to us being able to move forward with 

improved vision, using the experiences we have encountered as prompts to guide us. 

 

Marg Morton 

2021 Chair 

  



OUR LAND, OUR LIFESTYLE, OUR LIVELIHOOD 

BLACKWOOD BIOSECURITY Annual Report 2019 - 2020 
Page 5 

 

About Us 
Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. (BBI) is an 

incorporated not-for-profit group 

managed entirely by a volunteer 

Management Committee, who provide 

their time, passion and expertise to the 

organisation for the control of Declared 

Pests across the operational area. We 

employ part time staff to manage the 

operations and service delivery of the 

organisation.  

 

 

The BBI began its journey in 2014 with seed funding from: 

 Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD), 

 Blackwood Environment Society, 

 Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes and 

 Talison Lithium 
 
The support and need for a Recognised Biosecurity Group (RBG) was immediately identified and we 
moved into incorporation and developed our governance structures. 
 
Our very first (1st) Annual General meeting (AGM) was held in 2015 and the name Blackwood 
Biosecurity Inc was voted on and accepted as the name of the new organisation. It was also agreed 
to update the Constitution which enabled us to provide operations across the entire Blackwood 
Valley Catchment area. 
 
The BBI Inc. operational areas cover the following Shires:  
 

 Bridgetown – Greenbushes 

 Boyup Brook 

 West Arthur 

 Donnybrook – Balingup South in the locations of: Balingup, Mullalyup, Grimwade, 
Southampton and Wilga 

  

Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. Operational Area 
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Structure and Management 
Our thanks to the General Committee members this past year: 

 

- Ade South, Chair 

- Margaret Morton, Deputy Chair 

- Jenny Dewing, Treasurer to October 2019 

- Amy Doust, Treasurer from October 2019 AGM 

- Marc Deas, Secretary 

- Erlanda Deas, Minutes Secretary 

- Graeme Peirce 

- Martin McMaster 

- Tas Thamo  

- Julia Boyle 

- Cheryl Hamence 

- Tony Pratico 

 

Staff 
Our staff members include: 

- Sheila Howatt, Executive Officer 

- Jenny Carley, Finance, Administration & Mapping 

- Jason Littlefair, Biosecurity Officer 

- Andrew Gorton, Biosecurity Officer 
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Stakeholders 
Thank you to the many landholders who have welcomed the offer of assistance and invited us onto 

their properties. 

- Department Primary Industries and Regional Development. DPIRD 

- Department Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) 

- Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire of West Arthur 

- Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup Shire of Boyup Brook 

- Main Roads W.A. 

- Forest Products Commission (FPC)  

- Bunbury Tree Farm Project 

- South West Catchment Council (SWCC)  

- Talison Lithium 

- The Cidery Rylington Park 

- Bridgetown Football Club  

- Bridgetown Cricket Club  

- Darkan Rifle Club 

- Steelos Guns and Outdoor  

- Blackwood Shooting Supplies  

- Richfeeds Rural Supplies  

- Mitre 10 Bridgetown 

- Bridgetown-Greenbushes Community Landcare 

- Blackwood Environment Society  

- South West Biosecurity Group Alliance  

o Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group  

o Leschenault Biosecurity Group 

o Warren Biosecurity Group 
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Declared Pests of Our Area 
 

 

With community and key stakeholder input. Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. has been actively 

involved with landholders (regardless of property size) in an across-Shire approach. to 

manage the priority declared pests.  

 
Blackberry Cleavers Feral pig Feral Pigs Blackberry Cleavers 
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Highlights of Activities  
RABBIT CONTROL PROGRAM 

Our K5 Rabbit control program, we have continued to provide 

Rabbit control using the K5 Calicivirus. We have assisted many 

landowners across our operational area to manage Rabbits on their 

properties. 

Warren ripping has been another successful way to manage Rabbits 

and as with all strategies a combination works best. 

 

 

 

FOX CONTROL 

BBI has provided a range of support to landholders for fox control. Services have 

included site visits, camera surveillance, trapping services for the increasing fox 

attacks across the operational area.  Additionally, we have facilitated Red Card 

Fox Shoots. 

 

FERAL PIGS 

Feral Pigs continue to be a significant problem for the BBI operational area.  We have provided a 

range of control services to landholders within our area, including trapping and referral to 

professional shooters for ongoing management of this pest. 

 

WEEDS MANAGEMENT 

Community Workshops 

BBI ran a number of workshops throughout the year to provide information and 

education to our ratepayers regarding declared pests weeds identification and 

control strategies. These workshops have been well received with good 

turnouts demonstrating the need for these events. 

Cotton Bush Compliance Program Support 

Blackwood Biosecurity has supported the Cotton Bush Compliance program to 

promote awareness of this invasive weed in our area to encourage reporting 

and reinforce landholders’ responsibility to control this weed on their properties.   

Individual Weed Management Plans - we have supported a significant number of ratepayers with 

these plans. Each plan is property specific and targeted to the individual needs of the property 

owner. 

 
  

BBI Staff member putting out "pre-feed" oats as 
part of our Calicivirus RHDV1-K5 Release 
Program 
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Audited Financial Report 
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